Desmoplastic melanoma. Histologic correlation with behavior and treatment.
Desmoplastic (neurotrophic) melanoma is a histologic variant of cutaneous melanoma that has a distinct clinical behavior. To better understand this behavior and to treat the disease more effectively, the medical records of 16 patients treated for this disease over a 12-year period were reviewed. Thirteen patients had head and neck lesions, the ear being a common site. The average thickness of the lesions was 5.75 mm. Six (46.2%) of 13 patients had local recurrence of disease. Only two patients (15.4%) developed regional node metastases. None of the patients with clinically NO desmoplastic melanoma were found to have positive nodes after elective neck dissection, regardless of the thickness of the primary lesion. Wide excision of the primary lesion with frozen section control of surgical margins and careful examination for the presence of perineural invasion is important in determining the extent of surgical resection.